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May 1, 2020 

Senator Charles E. Schumer    Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi 

United States Senate     Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives 

322 Hart Senate Office Building    1236 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington, DC  20510     Washington, DC  20510 

 

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand    Senator Mitch McConnell 

United States Senate     Majority Leader, United States Senate 

478 Russell      Senate Office Building, 217 

Washington, DC 20510     Washington, DC 20510 

 

Congressman Joseph Morelle 

1317 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Senators Schumer and Gillibrand, Congressman Morelle, Speaker Pelosi and Majority Leader 

McConnell, 

We desperately need your help. 

I am the Superintendent of the Brighton Central School District, located in the suburbs of Rochester, New 

York and President of the New York State Council of School Superintendents. Although each school 

district has a unique story and circumstance, I can assure you that my concerns regarding financial 

instability and my pleading for assistance echoes those of my colleagues from one end of our state to the 

other. The narrative may differ, but the need is uniformly profound. 

Our district is a medium-sized, high-preforming suburban district that provides programming for a 

relatively diverse student population of 3,600 children. Our families are exceptionally committed to 

supporting their schools, our staff are uncommonly dedicated to children and their craft, and our 

community is fully engaged in supporting the educational experience for each and every child. These 

attributes have contributed to a performance record of success for all children, from every 

background.  

That’s right, all children, no matter what their socioeconomic circumstance, race, ethnicity, special 

need or length of experience in our country are experiencing success in our system that is comparable 

across all groups. This work should be replicated and celebrated, not reduced and minimized. This 

success is what the first citizens of our nation had in mind when they hoped for a public education system 

that would support the full participation of every citizen in the democracy. 



Unfortunately, it takes more than just commitment, talent and dedication to maintain the programs that 

lead to this type of success. It also takes financial support. Our community already supports the vast 

majority of the cost of public education. Although State and Federal aids play a smaller role, we depend 

on them to close the gap and to maintain programs. Our community is already highly taxed and paying for 

most of the program. We have struggled for some time to maintain programming due to constraints in the 

aid we have received. This year’s state budget and the aid available as a result had already caused us to 

make catastrophic reductions in programs. Given the current economic circumstances and dramatic 

increases in unemployment, it is impractical and irresponsible to ask our community members to do more.  

We are grateful for the help that you have already provided through the CARES Act. These funds helped 

prevent the total decimation of school programs in our first round of budget reductions. Significant pain 

has already been experienced and we are already planning to do with far less than we have in the past. 

However, as the current crisis has evolved and measures to stop the spread of COVID-19 have crippled 

our state’s economy, more help is desperately needed.   

We are anticipating that the state’s loss of at least $15 billion in revenue will result in more dramatic cuts 

to spending on public education. There are precious few efficiencies to be found at this point. We are 

beyond the “extras.” Changes to core programming and essential supports for children are inevitable 

without help. Students will suffer significantly due to a lack of access to programs and our local economy 

will be impacted. 80 cents of every dollar spent on public education in our county is returned to the local 

economy. This dire circumstance and the furlough of many staff members will only exacerbate economic 

challenges during a time when 30 million Americans have already filed for unemployment. Most 

importantly, I fear that the most vulnerable students will suffer the greatest as the capacity will not exist 

for there to be programs or services that help close the gaps for those who need the most.  

I am asking, rather begging, for you to support bipartisan proposals to deliver $500 billion in 

federal assistance to states, local governments and school districts. I would further ask that $200 

billion be earmarked to schools with a strong maintenance of effort requirement for states to assure 

that the new aid helps schools maintain programming. 

Public education is the backbone of a vibrant, participatory and well-functioning democracy. Ensuring 

that all children have access to the programs that meet their needs is both a moral imperative and a matter 

of national security. We meet the many needs of children and expect those needs to have grown due to 

this health crisis. Our state has been uniquely impacted in this crisis and the resulting effect on our 

schools already cannot be overstated. Please consider these factors when debating assistance to our state 

and know that we stand ready to be your partners in any effort to rebuild and reemerge stronger than ever 

before. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

Kevin C. McGowan, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools, Brighton Central School District 

President, New York State Council of School Superintendents 

 

cc:  Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, Members of the Brighton Board of Education, Senate Majority Leader 

Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Assembly Speaker Carl E. Heastie, Senator Joseph E. Robach, Supervisor 

William W. Moehle 

 


